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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the
State of Georgia.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, our refuge and
strength, we thank You that You have
set the star of hope in our life’s sky;
that in the darkness, we can see Your
brightness; that in times of shadow, we
can enjoy Your guidance.

Lord, we confess today our deep inner
need for a fresh inflow of Your spirit.
Remind us daily that human flesh is as
fleeting as fading flowers. Teach our
lawmakers to number their days, to
labor not simply for time but for eter-
nity. Lord, give them the wisdom to
believe that nothing can separate them
from Your love.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 23, 2023.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK,

Senate

a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

REPEALING THE AUTHORIZATIONS
FOR USE OF MILITARY FORCE
AGAINST IRAQ—Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
316, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (8. 316) to repeal the authorizations
for use of military force against Iraq.

Pending:

Schumer amendment No. 15, to add an ef-
fective date.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

S. 316

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on the
AUMPF, negotiations to reach a deal on
AUMF passage continue here in the
Senate. We had a number of votes yes-
terday evening on Republican amend-
ments, and I expect we are going to see
a few more later today.

Senate passage of the AUMF is now a
matter of when, not if, and today we

are going to continue working to make
sure it happens as soon as we can.
Americans want to see an end to end-
less Middle Bast wars. Passing this
AUMF is a necessary step to putting
these bitter conflicts squarely behind
us.

I thank my colleagues for their work.
I look forward to this bill’s passage
very soon. We are allowing amend-
ments, but we shouldn’t just be dila-
tory. We should move forward.

EXTREMISM

At the start of this Congress, I urged
Republicans in both the Senate and the
House to rid themselves of MAGA ex-
tremism and work with Democrats for
the good of the country and even for
the good of their own party. We believe
MAGA Republicanism hurts their
party, because so many Americans on
both sides of the aisle reject it.

Well, over 3 months later, Repub-
licans have failed in so many ways to
abandon MAGA extremism. If any-
thing, they have doubled down and em-
braced it even more tightly—again, to
the detriment of their country and to
the detriment of their party.

If you just want to know how ex-
treme the GOP has become in the ma-
jority, look no further than what is
happening on the House floor today
and tomorrow. As early as this after-
noon, House Republicans will try resur-
recting their doomed attempt to pro-
tect retirement investors from consid-
ering governance HESG factors when
making investment decisions.

Republicans talk a lot about their
love of free markets and letting the
private sector do its work, but their
obsession—obsession—with eliminating
ESG would do the opposite. By turning
“ESG” into a dirty new little acronym,
Republicans are trying to force their
own views down the throats of every
company and every investor.

President Biden has already vetoed
this nakedly partisan measure, and it
is clear the votes do not exist to over-
ride this veto in the House. It won’t
even come close.
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